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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

Claims 1-10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

Claim 1 is indefinite because the use of the word "cathode" at line 5 of page 25 
and the use of the phrase "a plurality of cathodes" at line 9 page 25 is confusing. The 
following amendments are suggested to alleviate confusion: 

Page 25, line 3, delete "a" in claim 1 . 

Page 25, line 5, replace "cathode" with the phrase "plurality of cathodes" in claim 

1. 

Page 25, line 8, replace " cathode" with the phrase "plurality of cathodes" in claim 

1. 

Page 25, line 9, replace "a" with "said" in claim 1 . 

Page 25, line 16, replace "cathode" with the phrase "one of said plurality of 
cathodes" in claim 1 . 

Page 25, line 19, before "cathodes" insert the phrase "plurality of in claim 1. 

Page 25, line 19, replace "desired cathode" with the phrase "desired one of said 
plurality of cathodes" in claim 1 . 

Page 25, line 21 , insert the phrase "of said plurality of cathodes" after the word 
"cathode" in claim 1. 
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Page 25, line 25, replace "said cathode on a negative side" with the phrase "said 
plurality of cathodes on a negative side". 

Page 26, line 3, insert the phrase "of said plurality of cathodes" after the word 
"cathode" in claim 1. 

Page 26, line 4, replace "said cathode" with the phrase "a cathode of said 
plurality of cathodes". 

Claim 1 is indefinite at line 17 of page 25 because "said changed-over position" 
lacks antecedent basis. It is suggested to insert the phrase "to a changed-over position" 
after the word "electrode" at line 13 of page 25. 

Claim 1 is indefinite at line 21 of page 25 because of the phrase "change over a 
cathode". It is suggested to replace this phrase with "change over to a cathode". 

Claim 1 is indefinite at line 3 of Page 26 because of the phrase "change over a 
cathode". It is suggested to replace this phrase with "change over to a cathode". 

Claim 1 is indefinite at line 23 of page 25 because "cathode" should be "cathode 
holder". 

Claim 1 is indefinite at line 25 of page 25 because of the phrase "cathode with". 
It is suggested to write this as "cathode holder with". 

Page 27, line 7, change "the plurality" to "said plurality" of claim 5. 

Page 27, line 8, delete "the" in claim 5. 

Page 27, line 10, change "cover" to "covers" in claim 5. 

Page 27, line 14, delete "the" in claim 6. 

Page 27, line 16, delete "the" in claim 6. 
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Page 27, line 17, insert the phrase "ones of the plurality of after the word "other" 
in claim 6. 

Page 27, line 21, replace "the" with "said plurality of in claim 7. 

Page 28, line 9, insert the phrase "at least three" before "cathodes" in claim 10. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 1-10 would be allowable if rewritten or amended to overcome the 
rejection(s) under 35 U.S.C. 112, 2nd paragraph, set forth in this Office action. 

The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject 
matter: 

Claims 1 -1 0 are allowable over the prior art of record because the prior art of 
record does not teach a plurality of cathodes attached to the cathode holder, a trigger 
electrode for arc ignition, a trigger drive unit for performing an operation to change over 
a position of the trigger electrode to thereby position the trigger electrode in front of a 
desired one of the plurality of cathodes and an operation to move the trigger electrode 
toward or to get apart from the desired cathode in the position, a shutter capable of 
covering fronts of all of the cathodes except the desired cathode, and a shutter capable 
of covering fronts of all of the cathodes except the desired cathode, and a shutter drive 
unit for performing an operation to move the shutter to thereby change over a cathode 
not covered with the shutter; an arc power supply connected between the cathode of 
the arc evaporation source and an anode corresponding to the cathode with the 
cathode on a negative side; and a changeover control unit for making a changeover 
control to control the shutter drive unit and the trigger unit so as to change over a 
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cathode not covered with the shutter while positioning the trigger electrode in front of 
the cathode not covered with the shutter. 

The closest prior art to Snaper et al. (US Pat. 5,254,237) and Vetter et al. (U.S. Pat. 
5,294,322) while showing multiple cathodes fails to show among other things the trigger drive 
unit, the shutter and changeover control unit of Applicant's claims. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the 
issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons 
for Allowance." 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to Rodney G. McDonald whose telephone number is 571-272-1340. The 
examiner can normally be reached on M- Th with Every other Friday off. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Nam X. Nguyen can be reached on 571-272-1342. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 

Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 

may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 

applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 

system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private 

PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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Primary Examiner 
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